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There is a Biblical parable about a seed that falls upon rocky ground. It sprouts quickly,
but having no roots deep enough to sustain it, it withers away under the scorching sun.
The parable speaks of those who stumble when faced with trials and adversity.

Yet, every now and then, life offers us an exception—someone who proves that even a
seed cast upon stone can find its way, if it possesses purpose, resilience, and the courage
to grow against all odds instead of blaming fate.

This week’s Talented Banker of the Week is one such inspiring story.

Jisha Kovoor
Union Bank of India
Chovva Branch, Kannur

Born in August 1990 in Kovoor, Kannur, to farmer P.M. Kunjiraman Nambiar and M.V.
Dakshayani, Jisha's journey began in the modest surroundings of a village where dreams
often had to compete with circumstances. She completed her schooling at Kovoor
Central L.P. School, Chedichery Desamithram U.P. School, and K.P.C.H.S.S. Pattanur
before earning her Engineering degree from Vimal Jyothi Engineering College.

Reflecting on her childhood, Jisha says:

“I was always curious to know and learn more. Beyond that, there were hardly any
academic environments that consciously nurtured direction or ambition. Sometimes
poverty, uncertainty, and vulnerability create a sense of purpose in people. Perhaps that
is how reading, writing, and awareness found their way into my life...”

A bright student throughout her academic years, Jisha carried her love for reading and
writing alongside her studies. She was a regular participant and a prize winner—in
poetry and story-writing competitions. Her reading habits expanded significantly during
her higher secondary years.

Around the same time, life presented its first major challenge. Her father's illness
brought financial and emotional instability to the family. While her mother worked as a
daily wage labourer to keep the household afloat, Jisha chose to pursue engineering.
During the early years of her course, she was diagnosed with Writer's Cramp (Hand
Dystonia), even as her father's health continued to deteriorate.



Her lonely hospital visits and silent mental struggles slowly transformed themselves into
heart-rending poetry.
At the beginning of her third year of engineering, she lost her father forever.

Supported by her maternal family and friends, Jisha completed her studies successfully
despite her physical challenges. She later worked as a Guest Lecturer at an ITI, followed
by short term jobs at Technopark and ISRO on a temporary basis.

The poems she had quietly tucked away during her engineering days were eventually
discovered by friends and teachers, leading to the publication of her first poetry
collection, “Manassozhikkal.” The book went on to receive the Cherusseri Award from the
Cherusseri Memorial Trust in 2011. Jisha fondly recalls that the recognition came largely
because her uncle, without her knowledge, had sent copies of the book to several
people.

Like many other unexpected turns in her life, banking too arrived by chance. In 2014, she
joined Corporation Bank at its Service Branch in Thiruvananthapuram, marking the
beginning of her banking career.

In 2025, her second poetry collection, “Verozhukkukal” (Root Currents), was released
under the auspices of Qube, the cultural organisation of bank employees in Kannur. The
book was launched by renowned poet Veeran Kutty mash. She was also the prize winner
in the poetry competition organised by the Bank Employees Federation of India,
commemorating the 40th anniversary of their magazine, "“Bank Workers' Forum”.

Driven by her strong love for Malayalam literature, Jisha completed her Master's Degree
in Malayalam from Sree Narayana Guru Open University in 2025 with high marks.

She currently serves as the Editor of UBIEF News Magazine, published by the Union Bank
of India Employees’ Union, Kerala.

During the pandemic, Jisha received a special mention in Talented Bankers' Haiku
competition on the theme “Changaathi - Friend.” One of her memorable verses reads:
“Kootukaara, chuvakkunnu

maamaka seemantha rekhayil

nin saandra sandhyakal” - My friend, your intense evenings redden my hair parting like
vermilion (it is a close enough translation as per my understanding).”

Her poems were also a consistent presence in Talented Bankers’ weekly literary column,
Ka Ka Kavyadhwani. Equally noteworthy was her thoughtful appreciation of
Marupurangal, a poem by Aishwarya. T, recipient of this year's TB Literary Award. Jisha



fondly remembers another unexpected gift from the Talented Bankers family—the
rendition of her poem Abhayardhikal (Refugees) by her husband, Sreerag, in the 24th
edition of Ka Ka Ka.

When asked about her dreams, Jisha's wishes are beautifully simple: to find more time
for reading and travel, to devote greater attention to writing, and to bring out her next
book at the earliest.

Standing steadfast beside her through every milestone is her husband Sreerag, an
employee of Bank of Baroda. Their daughter Devasurya, a gifted multi talented fourth-
grader, adds colour, joy, and energy to their journey.

The family is currently celebrating a season of happiness. Soon after moving into their
new home, aptly named “"Bodhi,” they welcomed a baby daughter, bringing even more
light into their lives. And now, with the honour of being named Talented Banker of the
Week, that picture feels even more complete.

May Jisha's dreams continue to take her to greater heights. May every destination she
seeks become a milestone achieved. The Talented Bankers family extends its warmest
wishes as she continues to write, inspire, and grow—proving that even a seed cast upon
rock can bloom into something extraordinary.



